2016 Midwest One Design Spring Championship
Melges 24’s
Sailing Instructions

May 14-15, 2016 – Muskegon Yacht Club, Muskegon Michigan

1         Rules
The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing.                   

US Sailing Prescription Appendix T, sections A, B, and D will apply. 
US Sailing Prescription to RRS 60, 63.2 and 63.4 will not apply. 
2       Eligibility  

The regatta is open to all Melges 24 sail boats as defined by their class rules. Competitors must meet all ownership, class membership requirements, and must have paid all event fees before becoming official competitors.


3
 Notice to Competitors

Notices will be posted on the official regatta notice board located in the foyer of the Muskegon Yacht Club.
4
 Changes to Sailing Instructions

            Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 0930 hours on the day it will take


effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 2100 hours the day 

before it will take effect.
On the water, the signal boat will display code flag L prior to oral changes to the sailing instructions being given to each boat before her warning signal by Loud Hailer or VHF. RRS 90.2.C.  
5
Signals Made Ashore

A) Signals made ashore will be displayed on the official flag staff  located in the yard of MYC.

B) Flag AP with 2 horns (one horn when lowered) means the race is postponed. The warning
signal will not be less than 30 minutes after the AP is lowered.   

6
Schedule of Races

 Day
    Date                                                                                                               Time

 Sat.
5/14/16   
Competitors Meeting
                    

       1000                
 Sat.
5/14/16

Warning race one, followed by additional races
       1130 

 Sun.
5/15/16

Warning first race of day, followed by additional races      1030 

 No warning signal will be made after 1300 on Sunday, 5/15/16.
7
Class Flag

    Melges 24 class flag.

8
Course

The course will be windward leeward, sailed on Muskegon Lake.  Number of legs and 
  approximate compass bearing to the windward mark one will be displayed from the RC signal boat before or with the warning signal. A gate may be used at the leeward mark and an offset mark may be used with the weather mark. In the event of a change at the weather mark, there may not be an offset. In the event of change in the leeward mark there will not be a gate used.  If one of the leeward gate marks is missing and not replaced by a mark boat in its place displaying Code flag M and making repetitive sounds, boats shall sail around the one existing gate mark leaving it to port. If the offset mark is missing, boats shall sail to the next mark [s] after rounding windward mark one.
9
Marks
Mark one and two will be orange inflatable.   New marks, as provided in Instruction 12   
   “Changes of Course after  Start” will be yellow inflatable at the weather mark and yellow
   inflatable at the leeward mark. A white inflatable may be set as a finish mark on the opposite 
   side of the RC boat to the start line.
10    Start

Races will be started by using RRS 26 with the warning signal made 5 minutes before the starting signal. The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the signal boat and the port end orange inflatable mark. A boat starting later than five (5) minutes after her starting signal will be scored DNS without a hearing. This changes rule A5.
11
Recalls

Recalls will be signaled in accordance to RRS 29.1 and 29.2.  The Race Committee will       endeavor to hail any boat recalled on VHF channel 73. Failure to be hailed, the timing of

              such hail or failure to hear a hail is insufficient cause for redress under RRS 62.
12
Changes of Course after Start

To change the position of the next mark, the race committee will lay a new mark and remove the original mark, as soon as practical.  The change will be signaled before the lead boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may not yet be in position.  When in a subsequent change a new   mark is replaced; it will be replaced by an original mark. Changes will be signaled by a square red flag for a change to port or by a triangular green pennant for a change to starboard.  Course   changes of 5 degrees or less, need not be signaled.
13
Finish

13.1 The finish line will be between the staff displaying a Blue flag on a RC boat and a white 
   inflatable placed on opposite side of the race committee boat from the start line. If the race 
   committee intends to start another race on the same day, it will display the second substitute 
   while boats are finishing.

13.2 In the interst of starting another race in a timely fashion, the race committee may offer a finish position to the last finishers in a division provided that the positions may be determined in a resonable manner.   

14
Penalty System


14.1 Penalties at the time of incident   
Rule 44.1 is changed to: ‘A boat may take a One-Turn Penalty when she may have broken a rule of Part 2 or rule31 while racing.  However, when she may have broken a rule of Part 2while in the zone around a mark other than a starting mark, her penalty shall be a Two-Turns Penalty.’

14.2a   Penalties taken after a race   
After a race a boat that may have broken a rule of Part 2 or rule 31 while racing may take a post-race penalty for that incident.  The penalty shall be a Scoring penalty, calculated as stated in Rule 44.3.


14.2b Post Race Penalties shall be 


1   20% if taken before the protest time limit [minimum 2 places].

2   30% if taken after protest time limit, but before beginning of hearing involving incident.  


     [minimum 3 places].  
15
  Time Limits

 Each race will have a 90 minute time limit.  Boats failing to finish within ½ hour of the first    

 boat to finish in their class will be scored TLE.  This changes Rule 35.
16      Protests and Request for Redress

A) Protest forms are available from the RC signal boat at the dock. Protests will be delivered there within one hour after the Race Committee boat docks.  Docking time will be posted on the notice board.

B) Protest notices will be posted within ½ hour of the protest time limit to inform competitors where and when there is a hearing in which they are interested parties or witnesses

C) The Protest Committee will hear the protests in approximately the order of receipt.

D) Arbitration will be available 90 minutes after the Race Committee boat docks.
17       Protest Arbitration (This changes RRS 60.1(b), 63.1, 63.6 and 66)

                   An arbitration meeting will be held prior to the protest hearing for all protests involving part 

                   two of the Racing Rules of Sailing.  After a protest form is delivered, one designated 

                   representative of each party will appear before an arbitrator.  No witnesses are permitted.

                  After hearing the testimony of each representative, the arbitrator shall reach one of the following

                  conclusions:

A) There was no breach of the rule. If the representatives agree, the protest is withdrawn and 

cannot be reopened.  If any representative disagrees, the matter goes to a protest committee   for a hearing.
B) There was a breach of the rule by one of the boats involved.  The representative of the 

offending boat has the option of accepting a 40% alternative penalty. [minimum 4 places]  If the penalty is accepted, the matter cannot be reopened.
C) The matter should go to a protest committee for a hearing. When the protest is referred to 

the protest committee, the arbitrator shall not be a member of the protest committee


            but can be an observer and can be called as a witness.
18       Scoring

The low point scoring system of Appendix A will apply. Six or more races are scheduled, of                                                            which one must be completed to constitute a series. There shall be no throw outs. Boats scored    TLE will be scored the same number of points as the last correct finisher plus two points.
19       Safety

A boat that retires from a race prior to finishing shall notify the RC on VHF 73 or by cell phone    (616.889.3802) when leaving the course area or the race office immediately after arriving ashore.
20       Replacement of Crew or Equipment

                Substitution of crew or equipment will not be allowed without prior written approval of the 

                   race committee.  In the case of an emergency, approval may be granted retroactively.

21       Radio Communication

                A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications

                   not available to all boats.  This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.
22       Courtesy Broadcasts


An unofficial, designated observer may report all visual signals, displayed by the Race    
      Committee, over VHF Channel 73.  Information provided by the designated observer is 
      provided as a courtesy to competitors, and does not in any way alter the competitor’s  
      responsibility to observe the Race Committee’s visual signals, which govern the 
     
      conduct of the racing. Errors or omissions on the part of the designated observer will not be 
      considered as grounds for redress under RRS 62.

23        Prizes

               Awards will be presented as soon as possible after racing Sunday.  
24        Disclaimer of Liability

                Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See Rule 4, Decision to Race. 

                   The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or 

                   death sustained in conjunction with, prior to, during or after the regatta.

Prepared by:   Jon Ledsworth
                       US Sailing Club Race Officer
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